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The State-Funded PreK ExplosionThe State-Funded PreK Explosion
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State-Funded PreK & 
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State-Funded PreK & 
S F d d H d SState-Funded Head StartState-Funded Head Start
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“Expulsion” from Preschool?“Expulsion” from Preschool?

• “Expulsion” variables only a small part of NPS

• The Expulsion Question• The Expulsion Question
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– Required terminating 
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Expulsion Results: NationExpulsion Results: Nation

• 10.4% of PreK teachers expelled at least 1 child 
in past year due to behavior problems

• 10.4% of PreK teachers expelled at least 1 child 
in past year due to behavior problemsin past year due to behavior problems

• 1 child (78%); 2 children (15%);

in past year due to behavior problems

• 1 child (78%); 2 children (15%);• 1 child (78%); 2 children (15%); 

3 children (6%); 4 children (1%)

• 1 child (78%); 2 children (15%); 

3 children (6%); 4 children (1%)

• PreK Expulsion Rate = 6.7 / 1,000• PreK Expulsion Rate = 6.7 / 1,000

• K-12 Expulsion Rate = 2.1 / 1,000• K-12 Expulsion Rate = 2.1 / 1,000
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State PreK Expulsion RatesState PreK Expulsion Rates
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Newspaper CoverageNewspaper Coverage



TV Play on All Major StationsTV Play on All Major Stations
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Who Gets Expelled?Who Gets Expelled?

• 4-year-olds 50% more likely than 3’s• 4-year-olds 50% more likely than 3’s

• Boys 3½ times more likely than girls• Boys 3½ times more likely than girls

• African Americans 2 times rate of  • African Americans 2 times rate of  
European Americans; 5 times rate of 
Asian Americans
European Americans; 5 times rate of 
Asian Americans
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High Child-Teacher Ratio
Predicts Expulsion
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Length of School Day 
Predicts Expulsion
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Group Size & Teacher Stress 
Predict Expulsion (MA)
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Access to Behavioral Supports 
Associated with Lower Expulsion
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The Impact on California’s The Impact on California’s 
Preschool for All InitiativePreschool for All Initiative

• “Sec. 141117 (a) Within six months of the 
effective date of this Act, the Superintendent of 

• “Sec. 141117 (a) Within six months of the 
effective date of this Act, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction shall adopt initial regulations 
to:
Public Instruction shall adopt initial regulations 
to:

– (10) Limit the expulsion of children from – (10) Limit the expulsion of children from 
Preschool for All programs;”Preschool for All programs;”
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What Needs to be Learned?What Needs to be Learned?

• Current Studies
– Can services and policy changes make a difference?

• Current Studies
– Can services and policy changes make a difference?p y g
– How does teacher job stress play a role, and how can 

supports help?

p y g
– How does teacher job stress play a role, and how can 

supports help?

• Proposed Studies
– Why are older preschoolers, boys, and African Americans 

• Proposed Studies
– Why are older preschoolers, boys, and African Americans 

most at-risk?
– What is the expulsion process like?

most at-risk?
– What is the expulsion process like?

• Someday Studies
– What are the long-term implications of expulsion?

C b tt t h t t hi k diff ?

• Someday Studies
– What are the long-term implications of expulsion?

C b tt t h t t hi k diff ?
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– Can better teacher-parent partnerships make a difference?
– What are the implications for children with disabilities?
– Can better teacher-parent partnerships make a difference?
– What are the implications for children with disabilities?



Evaluating Connecticut’s ResponseEvaluating Connecticut’s Response
• We are nearing end of a 2-year evaluation 

(results due Summer 2006)
• We are nearing end of a 2-year evaluation 

(results due Summer 2006)

• First randomized study of consultative supports 
t h l

• First randomized study of consultative supports 
t h lto preschools

• 50 treatment classrooms + 50 waitlist

to preschools

• 50 treatment classrooms + 50 waitlist• 50 treatment classrooms + 50 waitlist

• Examining effects on expulsion rates child

• 50 treatment classrooms + 50 waitlist

• Examining effects on expulsion rates child• Examining effects on expulsion rates, child 
behavior, classroom practices, teacher job stress

• Examining effects on expulsion rates, child 
behavior, classroom practices, teacher job stress
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• Effectiveness & cost-benefit analyses• Effectiveness & cost-benefit analyses



The Big PictureThe Big Picture

• PreK expulsion is a quiet crisis• PreK expulsion is a quiet crisis

• Many service-end predictors of expulsion• Many service-end predictors of expulsion

• Several states using the findings to improve 
l i l ti d li

• Several states using the findings to improve 
l i l ti d lilegislation and policylegislation and policy

• Exploring scalable and cost-effective models of 
prevention

• Exploring scalable and cost-effective models of 
prevention
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