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Questions?

Use the
Q&A panel
to submit your
questions.

Purpose

Teaching
Tools for
Young
Children
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Purpose

*For teachers and/or practitioner coaches
*Support ALL children in any early childhood settings

» Simple supports and resources to increase engagement in
common EC routines and activities

« Effective when teachers/coaches have a good idea about the
function of the challenging behavior

**NOT meant to replace a formal FBA
*NOT meant to lead to identification of the function of a behavior

Z),Na’Mlﬁ

Where Does TTYC Fit in the Pyramid?

~

\ZNCPMI *TTYC can be used for a Tier 2
Tier 2 and fhe Pyramid Model intervention if the child is
having behavior difficulties

*See new Tier 2 document for
complete guidance related to
Tier 2

*TTYC is meant to be used in
settings where there are
universal Pyramid Model
practices in place

Pyfamid Model
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Things to Think About

* Does the child have any medical needs

* Consider the child’s experiences outside of
school (housing, healthcare, food...)

 Guide authentic engagement by aligning
activities to the child’s preferences, strengths,
and developmental needs

« Offer opportunities to make choices on how
they can participate

« Offer a variety of ways the child can
participate

* Incorporate the child’s home language into
routines and activities (i.e., visuals, songs...)

¢ Individualize methods of responding to
increase participation

émﬁ

What's Included

1. Teaching Tools Flow Chart

2. Tools for Partnering with
Families

3. Data Tools to Inform
Planning and to Monitor
Progress

4. The Routine Guide
Child Routine Plan

C NCPMI Teaching Tools for
Young Children (TTYC)

Using Function-Informed
Support to Address Challenging
Behavior within Routines




8/20/2025

Using the Teaching Tools Flow Chart

Before using the TTYC, use the flow chart to determine whether the target child can be supported by using the TTYC
and review the steps for using them. Each step is explained in more detail on the pages that follow the flow chart.

Child has behavior of concern

Step 1. Think about whether the behavior is developmentally expected and if you have tried to redirect or help the child with interactions
and activities. Consider if the behavior you are seeing needs a plan. If you are working with a coach, discuss your observations.

Naote. If the child is engaging in dangerous or harmful behavior to themselves or others and the behavior is not developmentally expected, consider
initiating a team process for a functional behavior assesment and developing an individualized bebhavior support plan.

Does the child have difficulty with engag t, ¢ ication, play, and social interaction and engage in
iate?

problem behavior in ways that would be considered age-inapprop

No Make changes in your interaction with the child

and the classroom environment.

Zncemi

No Make changes in your interaction with the child
and the classroom environment.

Yes

Step 2. Identify the problematic routines and determine the levels of problem behavior and engagement. You can use the Routine Analysis
Jform to identify the routines where behavior occurs if you are unsure of the routines that might need a plan. Once you know the routine where
behavior occurs the most (and needs a plan), use the Behavior and Engagement Tracking form to help you see how often the behavior occuss. If you
are working with a classroom coach, ask them for ideas on how you might begin collecting information on the child’s behavior.

Reach out to the family to let them know that the child is having difficulty with some routines and activities and that you will be developing ideas
about what you might do differently to help their child engage. Determine if the family might have observed similar difficulties or have ideas of
what they have done to support the child in similar situations. Gather information from the family using My Teacher Wants to Know.

!}

. NCPMI

10



8/20/2025

NCPMI Appendix A

Routine Analysis Form

2 Ncemi

Instructions: Linder columns 1 time) and 2
sctvitylised by idicaing bone kel i b thar

Chid Name:

Routine Analysis

dicace the chib's scheduk, Rate the likebhood of the behavior of concern occuering during cach
il bave behavioes that are challngicg

Behavior of Concem:

Time. Routine

e Conmern
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This form can be found online at

2 NePmi

Behavior and Engagement Tracking Form

2 Ncemi

Instructions: U dil

beluntce sod enzagement du
the ‘

e plan and, ovee time, o0t you huve a plan,

Appendix B

Behavior and Engagement Tracking

Child's Name:
Routine:
Date:
Engagement |
e | os o3 o3 03 o3 o3 o3 o3 o3 o3
oz o2 o2 o2 o2 02 02 o2 02 o2
| o o1 o1 o) o1 ol o1 o1 o1 o1
Bohavior | T
o3 | o3 os | o3 o3 o3 | o3 o3 | o3 | o3
oz | o2 oz | o2 o2 02 o2 o2 | o2 | o2
ol o1 ol o1 ol o1 o1 o1 o1 ol
- v e .
Congg U »
b

fochavior-and
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Is the function or purpose of the challenging behavior clear?

Step 3. Use the Events and Functions Associated with Behavior Concerns form to reflect on what is happening within routines and activities.
Examine the information you have collected about the behavior and reflect on the information the family may have shared.

Initiate the Tier 3 individualized intervention
process that will include convening a collaborative
team, conducting a functional behavior assessment,
and developing an individualized intervention plan.

Neo

Yes

share your ideas.

Step 4. Use the Teaching Tools Routine Guide to identify elements you can include in a support plan for the child. Follow the instructions in
the guide to identify the routine and strategies. If you are working with a coach, have them assist you in selecting what strategies to use. Reach
out to the family to share your ideas and gather additional ideas and input. Once you have decided on the plan, reach out to the family and

v

. NCPMI
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Events and Functions Associated with Behavioral Concerns Form

ANCPMI Events and Functions Associated
with Behavioral Concerns

Child's Name: Date Completed:

Behavior of Concern,

Instructions: i

g|[c o ooo oo o ooo

_}_},NCPMI_
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Using the Routine Guide

* Select your prevention and intervention strategies.

*|deas for strategies to use within the routines that are most common
*Use the function to identify your strategies.

*Drives the strategies you select within each routine.

« Strategies vary by activity and by function.

*Based on function, select three types of strategies:
* Prevent
* Respond
* Teach

ZJNW%

14



8/20/2025

Prevention Strategies

* Select strategies that will help the child be less likely to have
challenging behavior.

* Select several strategies that you think match some of the
needs the child might have.

* Create the visual supports you will need to implement strategies
in the plan and laminate them for durability.

éNWﬁ
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Respond

* Select the strategy you will use to respond to behavior when it
OCCUrs.

*Make sure all the adults in the room will be consistent with the
strategies you select.

*Make sure you include a strategy that will help the child know
what to do.

éNWﬁ
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Teach

* Think about the social or communication skill that would help the
child not use challenging behavior.

*Pick one or two new skills to focus on.
» Select the ones that are most important.

émﬁ
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Remember

*Not all the strategies provided in the
guide will be used.

* Select the ones that seem well-matched
to the child and your teaching style.

*Ensure the strategies are individualized
to match the child’s interests, strengths,
preferences, and skills.
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Using the Guide to Develop a Plan

Teacher
determines
Jalen needs
extra suppor

Conducts
simple data
collection

Inconsolable
crying during
large group

Table of Contents

Infreduciion
Purpese af TTYC .
Teaching Tocls and the Pyramid Model .

1 Teaching Tools Rouline Guide

1 Intraductian. .
.1 Child Rourine Plan....

2

3

Cieneral Considemarions. .
Whar Teaching Tools Inchide ...

Resources far Implementation.....

Routine: Large Group ...

Fearine: Transitions...
Using the Teaching Tools Flow Chart 4
Step 1. Carsidering whether the child might need
mace suppor

Step 2. Wenify che aceiviry or raurine in which the
hehavior accuss, begin tracking when and how eften.
and reach aus to the family.

Step 3. Identify the funcricn within the rautine. ..

Step 4. Idensifying the prevention and innervenrion Routine: Compuser or Device .

B

strateies to wse within a routine
Seep 3. Develop marerials needed far plan implementarien... ¢ Appendices

Step 6. Implement the plan and manitar che A, Rourine Analysis Farm...
child's progress

. Behavior and Engagement Tracking Form

Sample Email ra Family .

0. Sample My Teachers Wanes 1o Know Farm

E. Conversarinn Srarrers bor Communicaring
wigh Families..

. Evenss and Funcrions Associaced with Behaviesal
Concerns Foem

. Partnering with Familics in Finalizing the Plan

H. Communicaring with the Family abaur

the Child’s Progress.
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> Routine: Large Group

The child wants to leave the large group.

Prevent the Behavior?

P Ensure large group expectations align with the child’s strengths (e.g., some children have motor needs that make it
challenging to sit “crisscross applesauce”).

» Offer flexible seating choices or a preferred seating option.
» Have the child be a helper (e.g., song starter, book page turner) during large group.
» Embed the child’s preferences into large group.

» Offer multiple ways for the child to engage during group activities, adapting based on their preferences and needs
(e.g., While pointing to visuals for each choice, tell the child, “For today’s song, you can join by listening, singing,
using a puppet, or tapping the rhythm on your lap! You can choose what works best for you today.”).

» Use a large group mini-schedule to show when preferred large group activities will occur.

More Strategies for Toddlers and Developmentally Young Children

> Onsli

ren will participate. The toddler will let you
know when they are developmentally ready to participate in large group activities.

P Make your large group time smaller by dividing the class and having two adults lead two separate groups.
Be prepared for toddlers who still choose not to participate.

P Large group for toddlers should be very brief. Ensure you only persist in presenting large group activities if most
children are engaged.

> To promote engagement, provide “hands-on” activities using toys, materials, pictures, and movement.

P Provide activities and materials with high preference or interest.

P Provide developmentally appropriate activities and materials. To ensure the book’s content is relative to

toddlers, select pictures with large, colorful, and well-defined pictures against their background and avoid
small finger motions.

P Establish a routine wichin the large group time and consistently follow the sequence of activities (e.g., use a
greeting song each day to establish a routine that large group time is beginning).

LNW%
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Teach New Skills

V' Teach the child to communicate that they are “all done” with the activity using their preferred language and method
of communication.

V/ Teach the child how to communicate (in their preferred language and communication method) so they are ready to
return to the group once they have taken a break.

v/ Once the child learns to communicate that they want to leave the group, ask them to stay for one more minute or song,

V/ Teach the child how to follow a large group mini-schedule.

2 Neemi

23
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= If the child appears to be preparing to leave large group, prompt them to use the replacement skill. For example, you
could prompt the child to say, “all done” verbally, by sign language, with a picture, or with a communication device.

Respond

7> If the child appears to be preparing to leave large group, quickly offer a choice opportunity to respond or engage in a
preferred activity.

= Prompt again to look at a large group mini-schedule for upcoming preferred activity.

> If the child leaves the group or takes a break, reinforce to the child that they are part of the group by warmly
welcoming them back.

More Stfrategies for Toddlers and Developmentally Young Children

= Ask the child if they are “all done” when the child seems ready for a break. Encourage the child to respond with
a gesture, sign, or head shake, and then the child can leave the large group.

= Validate the child’s behavioral message (e.g., “I think you are telling me you are all done”) and then support the
child in leaving the activity.

2 NePmi

24
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2 NCPMI

ZNCPMI Child Routine Plan

What: Jalen does during: large group

child name roufine

Describe behavior_inconsolable crying for long periods of time

| think that: Jalen does this fo: avoeid staying in large group

child name function

To prevent the behavior, we will

Offer multiple ways for the child to engage during group activities, adapting based on
their preferences and needs (e.g., While poinfing to visuals for each choice, tell the
child, “For today’s song, you can join by listening, singing, using a puppet, or tapping
the rhythim on your lap! You can choose what works best for you today.”)

To respond when the behavior cccurs, we will

Frovide a choice of a preferred activity within the group (e.g.. holding a puppet,
leading a song) that allows the child to stay engaged while practicing waiting for
their fum in other parts of the activity.

To help the child learn new skills, we will focus on teaching the child fo

Teach the child to follow the large group visual schedule.

25

Families as Partners in the Process

13
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Communicating with Families

« Communicate with families using their preferred method and
language.

*Focus on positive communication and validate their feelings and
concerns.

* Collaborate with families on decisions and understand their past
experiences.

* Encourage in-depth responses with open-ended questions and
allow them time to respond.

*Focus conversations on the child's engagement in routines and
activities.

Z),Na’Mlﬁ
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Tools: My Teacher Wants to Know Form

28
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Tools: Sample Email

2 NePmi

(& Neemi Appendix C

Sample Email to Family

From: Ms, Graham

Sent: Monday, April 28, 2025 6:19 PM

To: Ms. Nelson

Greeting

Subject: Greetings and Check-in

Greetings Ms. Nelson,

It was great sesing you this marning, | noticed Amir was so excited to shaw you his art
project! | am happy to report that Amir has become a classroom helper! Recently, two new
children joined our classroom, and Amir made them feel welcome by providing tons of
support. Just yesterday, he helped put away bath children’s belongings in their cubbies. He
seems tolove helping others!

The last time we touched base; we talked about a few ideas for helping Amir stay engaged
and play with peers during our center time. Amir continues to have difficulty with peer

interactions and staying engaged in play. We want to ensure we have the right materials
and strategies for helping him stay in centers and play with his friends.

1 want to schedule a conversation with you to help develop ideas about how we can better
support Amir during playtime. We can talk in person or over the phone; whatever options
work best with your schedule. In this meeting, we will discuss what we have observed in

source of information. Please call meat ______ or let me know if any of the meeting
times below work for you. | am looking forward to talking through this process with you. If
you have any questions or concerns, you can reach meat ______[phone)and ___
(email).
List tianies anel datys

Review
Sincerely,

Ms. Graham

Communicate

Share
a Strength

Clearly

the Purpose

the classroom and ask for your help developing idezs to meet Amir's needs better.
a Plan

Your partnership in this process is impartant to us. You know Amir best and are a wanderful

29

Tools: Conversation Starters

Opening and

Check-In

Share a
Strength

Clearly
Communicate
the Purpose

Make a Plan

Problem
Solve

Review

éNMﬁ
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(nom Appendix H

Communicating with the Family about the Child's Progress

Good morning!. et Lot i oclimg better, It semend e ot
ol s g arwd
+ Validure chalkngss et
share o « Celehrare the chif [ ,. ’
Strength o poogae Lisai prigren

Clearly - sh 3 theplae o e st e
Communicate | o he plan reneks. Heve e smone hings e e v dring mepiime.

Tools: Helpful e ST

Whew Linmi tri 0 get aff hercus, we sl hew, “Fis, e o with s
it vaice, and shea £ sl o ok

Conversation Starters e e e S

e s ek a homne b Liews o ssbing 2 .
* Updae g bl ot
inthe plan
1 s 12 add ome e strasegy for seaching Lisu 2 foo seif sshing.
techme o efp Fex ek Eve dhomgh e foll i s ek, i 0]
s b onger b fll s

hit Liars il the

b 1
-

Affer we gt e o, il o el i o e gt
W o et colobrne

V8 e 0 1y the el o v avore uvels, aned st it
sebeule  phome call. WEat sine wesld work fir e

Using Funefies T Adres ) i El

L nePmi
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Questions?

Use the
Q&A panel
to submit your
questions.

32
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Survey and Certificate

Recording Viewers
* Type URL during the presentation into a web browser window or scan QR Code
* URL is case sensitive

‘ G Googe <

— C O @ hntps bit.ly‘t

\_%*: Apps W Booki A Lasmc-7/is b

émﬁ
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Visit us online at
ChallengingBehavior.org

=
) © ===

2

National Center for
Pyramid Model
INNOVATIONS

When great efforts come together, amazing things happen. aweu

JNCPMI o

Pyramid ‘
Model @&

-

The National Center for Pyramid Model Innovations

34
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The contents of this presentation were developed T
under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education, /I DEAS}
#H326B220002. However, those contents do not ( that

necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department H__;?WO I'k
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement Office of Special

by the Federal Government. Education Programs

éNWﬁ
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